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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the cost of a 
human body approach discrimination circuit for an 
automobile. 

SOLUTION: An outer handle 2 of a door handle is 
formed hollow, and a parallel cable 5 as a non-contact 
sensor is extended on its hollow part in the longitudinal 
direction of a holding part. A wire 5b grounded through a 
resistor R1 is respectively connected to comparators 
CP1, CP2 of a nearby approach detection circuit 3a and 
a direct neighborhood detection circuit 3b provided in 
parallel to each other through a capacitor C1. The 
threshold capable of detecting the sensor output level 
when a user is located nearby, is set by a variable 
resistor VR1 of the comparator CP1, while the threshold 
when a user is located in the direct neighborhood 
thereto (when the outer handle is held) is set by a 
variable resistor VR2 of the comparator CP2. Two 
conditions of the nearby approach and the direct 
neighborhood of a human body can be discriminated only 
by one sensor, and the number of parts is reduced, and the cost of the whole device can be 
reduced. 
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